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Chivalrous Short Game 
Renaissance Recreation 
New family entertainment facility to open in two weeks 
By AMY COLLINS Reporter 
LUMBERTON - Chivalry is not dead at Adventure Kingdom. Tiffany and Marlon Quibodeaux are opening a Renaissance-theme amusement park just outside Lumberton in two weeks. By that time, they hope to play a part in returning chivalry to modern times. 




Photo by Mark Hancock/The Enterprise Dillon Weston (left) talks with Adventure Kingdom owner Marlon Quibodeaux (right) at the park off U.S. 69 near Lumberton last Tuesday. The park plans to open in about two weeks. Renaissance Recreation 
As previous owners of Southern Star Gymnastics and long-time conductors of the outdoor Passion Play, "The Last Days of Christ: A Walk Back to the First Easter," the Quibodeauxs have a firm grasp on running a family-oriented business. 

They intend to bring the Renaissance era to life in their new miniature golf course and theme park. In addition to a large castle façade and Renaissance theme statues, each hole of the course is decorated according to theme, while harps and lyres are heard from speakers all around the park. 

There is already a feeling of history around the area. The primary building on the grounds once served as a fishing cabin for one of the first mayors of Beaumont. The building has had additions over the years, but the logs and mud of the original one-room cabin can still be seen. 

Although the Renaissance is an inspiring and imaginative time period, that is not the only reason the Quibodeauxs chose it as their theme. They chose the theme because of the era's Christian elements, something that has been frequently overlooked by society, Tiffany Quibodeaux said. 

"People forget that the Renaissance was a time of strong Christian faith and values, not just fantasy and imagination," she said. "We want to incorporate all those ideas into our place to create an escape to childhood innocence." 

They also want to promote the history of Christian aspects in the Renaissance era. They've made a point to not include mystic characters, such as dragons or Merlin type figures, in the decorative props. Instead, the park will showcase castles, a shipwreck, knights, court jesters, and most importantly, the shield emblem of the Knights Templar-a cross. 

"You don't have to be Christian to work here," Tiffany said. 

But you do have to role play a Renaissance character with dialect and costume to match. 

"We don't want to be intrusive with our beliefs; everyone, no matter what religion or background they will be welcomed with open arms," she said. 

The Quibodeauxs hope that by providing a unique place with a fun atmosphere, visitors will sense a subtle feeling of servitude. Their first goal is to serve the community, she said. 

Tiffany Quibodeaux said she and her husband want Adventure Kingdom to be focused on outdoor activities to keep children active and agile. 

"Our activities will be more beneficial than staying inside and playing video games," she said. 

Some consumers the Quibodeaux couple wants to include are broken families and single parents with partial custody. 

"You see a lot of families, especially divorced parents, that have nothing fun to do with their kids when they visit for the weekend," Tiffany said. "We want to change that." 

Mark Waller is a 33- year-old single father from Kountze who loves to spend time with his children Kaylee, age 5, Alex, 13, and stepchildren Madison Neves, 8, and Hunter Stephenson, 13. 

Waller is excited about the upcoming opening of Adventure Kingdom because of its opportunity to have quality family fun at a closer location. 

"Me and my kids love to go out and ride rides and play games together," Waller said. "I remember once we had to drive to Kemah just to ride something. This park will really save us from having to drive that far out." 

Peggy Fountain is a 54- year-old grandmother of three who lives in Fred. She said she likes the idea of the park because it will be fresh entertainment within the county. 

"We usually go to the movies in Silsbee, but that gets old quick. Sometimes we'll drive to Livingston or Jasper, but there's still not a lot to do," she said. 

Tiffany Quibodeaux said they plan to open the park with five employees and then expand to ten in the spring. As part of employee training, they must choose a role to play from a cast of characters. Employees will learn to speak Renaissance era dialects by researching on the Internet and listening to CD recordings. 

In addition to miniature golf, the seven-acre park will have paddleboats and gas-powered bumper cars. There is a plan to build a pillow walk (similar to a moonwalk) and a three story castle for laser tag games and other events. 

Beginning next year, Marlon Quibodeaux plans to host "Monday Knight Challenge," a weekly miniature golf tournament offering various prizes. 

Adventure Kingdom is just one of two family entertainment complexes outside of Lumberton, the other being Paradise Water Park. Lumberton City Manager Steve Clark said one reason why they are outside the city limits is because of land availability. 

"I don't think there's enough land within Lumberton to build things like that. We may not receive any tax revenue from the establishment, but our people will go to it, so it will still benefit the community," he said. 

Hardin County Judge Billy Caraway said the nature of the park would promote family quality time and residential growth within the county. The park's location, however, will provide a financial benefit attracting residents outside the county. 

"We want to be known as a family-oriented county," he said. "This park will open up the area to entertainment other than restaurants and bring dollars into the county. That's always a good thing." 

Adventure Kingdom is located at 2952 Highway 69 S, on the feeder road of the Mitchell Rd. exit. Hours of operations are Tuesday through Thursday, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., Friday and Saturday, 10 a.m. to 10 p.m., Sunday 2 p.m. to 8 p.m., and closed Mondays. 

The Quibodeaux couple said they have made the entire park handicap accessible to cater to the elderly and customers in wheelchairs. 

"We don't want to leave anyone out of the fun," Tiffany said. 

The area is also capable of indoor and outdoor parties, including corporate and family functions. The smaller room can hold 20 people while the larger has a capacity for 30 people. The outside facilities can cater a party for at least 500 people. 

Prices are $7 for a round of golf (18 holes), and $4 for bumper car and paddleboat rides. Package deals and group rates are available. For more information on rates and discounts, call 751- KING (5464). 
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